AP Language & Composition
Ms. Allen

Detractors from Mature Academic Voice

1.  Use of first person.  “I think.” “I feel.”  “In this paper I will argue…”
2.  Use of second person “you.”

3.  Colloquial speech and immature, excessively informal vocabulary.

4.  Use of absolutes such as “Clearly…” or “Obviously…”
5.  Excesses of tone.  TGG is the most amazingly wonderfully excellent novel ever written in the history of literature.
6.  Cheerleading – lavishing praise on a writer or her/his work.  “F. Scott Fitzgerald does an excellent job of describing….”
7.  Immature evidence such as Disney movies, reality TV shows, Twilight. (
8.  Exclamation points, especially lots of them!!!!!

9.  Writing about author and speaker/narrator as the same.

10.  Use of contractions, abbreviations, etc.

11.  Obvious lack of proofreading.

12.  Rhetorical questions.

13.  Do not refer to the author by their first name.  Reference first and last name once and then last name for the duration of the essay.  “Scott describes Daisy and Gatsby’s reunion…”
14.  Do not include evidence in your thesis statement.  If time is an issue this rule may be broken.

15.  Give context of the essay or speech.  For example, “In his speech to the nation on the evening of the 9/11 attacks, President George Bush…”
