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Theme and thesis, though related, is not the same concept.  In very general terms, a theme is something an author has to say about a subject through a given text, and a thesis statement is a position a writer takes in articulating an author’s theme.

Theme – The Author’s Turn
A theme is an idea an author conveys about a particular subject through a particular text. Identifying a theme in a work literature involves first identifying a subject that is addressed in a text, and then examining the treatment of that subject within the text as a whole. 

In other words, a theme implies a subject and a predicate of some kind; it is not sufficient to merely identify a subject without identifying what that text is suggesting about that subject. For example, “vice” (simple subject) is not a theme. However, “Vice is more interesting than virtue, but in the end is often destructive” is a theme. 

Individual texts are often not limited to one theme – the human experience is rich and interesting, and the most effective texts recognize and respond to that complexity.

Thesis Statement – Your Turn 

A thesis statement is a position a writer (you) takes based on evidence from a text. The goal is to prove the validity of the position (thesis statement) through a careful explication of the text. A thesis statement, then, must take a position concerning an author’s treatment of a subject through a particular text.

As with a theme, a thesis statement must have two parts. First, it must identify a subject that is addressed in a text. Second, it must argue what the author is suggesting about that subject based on evidence from the text. 

It is tempting to default to a general “universal” truth (e.g. Love is blind) when articulating a theme in a text, but clinging to clichés does not make for very interesting (or compelling) writing.

Thesis Statement Example

“The Pardoner’s Tale,” written by Chaucer, suggests that the “deadly” sin of greed [subject] is stronger than any oath of friendship, and will ultimately lead those who give in to its allure to their own destruction [what the author is suggesting about the subject].

